
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 We have dearly missed seeing the children over the Summer and hope you have all remained safe 

and well. We are looking forward to seeing the children back at playgroup, as well as welcoming some new 

faces in September. 

After a successful 3 week partial opening in July, we wanted to share with you the plans that we 

have made for a more substantial return to the services we are able to offer from Monday 7th September. 

We have studied the latest guidance from the Welsh Government and Public Health Wales. With the latest 

scientific evidence suggesting low risk to children from Covid-19 and low transmissibility between children,  

schools and childcare settings are now able to expand their provision. Due to easing of the restrictions on 

group sizes, we are now able to open as a single setting without the need for bubbles, and so can offer more 

sessions to more families. 

 In order for you to make an informed decision about what is right for your family, below we detail 

the plans we have made for our reopening. Though playgroup will look more like its ‘pre-covid’ self, some 

changes remain, at least for the foreseeable future. We hope you will see that the children’s safety is of 

paramount importance to us, as well as it being important we keep our staff safe.  

 

Group sizes 

 As outlined by Welsh Government, social distancing is no longer obligatory for those under 11. This, 

and the ability to return to our group size registered with CIW, means that we can re-open as a single class 

or group, without the need for separate bubbles. 

However, it is important that we continue to try to minimise any spread of infection with strict 

infection control measures, encouraging outdoor play wherever possible, and maintaining social distancing 

between adults. 

We provide wrap around care for children who attend Nursery at Gwenfô CIW Primary School. 

Therefore, it is important that you are aware that your child will be in a group with children who attend 

 



another childcare setting other than the playgroup. However, only children from Gwenfô Primary will attend 

the group, as we do not provide wrap around to any other schools. We will maintain the highest levels of 

hygiene possible by encouraging hand hygiene and will maintain high levels of cleanliness of equipment and 

toys. 

We will operate a separate group for Breakfast Club, when older children from school may attend 

(Reception- Year1). These children will be kept in a separate group to the younger playgroup members, and 

the hall will be cleaned after the children are taken across to school, prior to use by the rest of the group. 

We are working closely with Miss Starke to ensure a smooth and socially distant transition to school. 

 

Session times 

Morning and lunch sessions will re-open from Monday 7th September.  

Morning session = 9am – 11:45 

Morning session + lunch = 9am- 12:45 (either pick up directly from group or walked across to school) 

 

We will be able to re-open breakfast club from Monday 14th September. 

Breakfast Club = 8am-8:50 (and walked across to school or straight into morning session at playgroup) 

 

At this time we are unable to offer afternoon sessions, or offer pick up from school at 11:20 and lunch 

club. We endeavour to offer these services as soon as we can be confident that we can transition the 

children smoothly between sessions while keeping them, and our staff safe. We will keep you updated with 

regards to when we will be able to reopen more services. 

 

Drop off and Pick up 

We ask that you respect the 2m social distancing rules when waiting outside the group. 

There will be a marking 2m outside the door and we ask you approach one at a time, with a minimum 

number of family members accompanying you. 

Your children will be brought out to you at the door. 

Only where absolutely necessary will any adults (except playgroup staff) be permitted inside the village 

hall at this time. However, we would never allow your child to become distressed when coming to group, 

so we can discuss entry to the hall on an individual basis, at a separate entry time, to minimise contact 

with other adults. In the event a parent/guardian enters the hall, they will be required to leave contact 

details for the Test, Trace and Protect scheme.  

We ask that you do not attend group too much earlier than 9am for the morning session. This is because 

school is starting at 08:50, and will be continuing to make use of the side entrance next to the Village Hall. 

We anticipate this may cause some congestion in the car park and on the pavement areas, and would like to 

minimise numbers on the village hall site where possible, to enable social distancing. Most congestion will 

have eased by 08:55.  



What will the children be doing at playgroup? 

The children will have access to all areas; the annex, the hall and the garden. The children will spend as much 

time as possible in outdoor spaces, so please ensure they come with outdoor all weather wear. All surfaces 

and toys will be cleaned after movement between areas. 

We may be playing with a slightly reduced selection of toys each day to enable thorough cleaning, and sand 

and water play will not be possible at this time. However, that still leaves lots of fun and games to be had, 

and there will still be plenty of familiar toys and activities that your child has grown to know and love. 

The day will follow the same routine as previously within the constraints above. 

We do ask that children attend with clean clothes every day (not an outfit from the day before, even if it 

looks clean) to prevent any unintended spread of the virus.  

 

Food and Snacks 

We will provide breakfast and snacks. All plates and cups are sterilised between use. We ask you to provide 

packed lunches that are easy for the children to open, to minimise how much staff need to handle their food 

(though of course where required they will sanitise their hands and provide assistance – we won’t watch 

them struggle!) 

 

Hygiene and Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

As it will be extremely difficult to maintain social distancing with young children, increased infection control 

measures will be deployed.  

We will continue to follow strict infection control guidance as before, with some enhanced measures. There 

will be lots of handwashing! Your child will wash their hands immediately after entering playgroup, before 

and after eating, between activities and before leaving. 

Of course staff will also follow strict hand hygiene, and the village hall has installed multiple hand sanitising 

stations for their use in addition to this.  

Staff have appropriate PPE following government advice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms 

It is very important that you do NOT bring your child to playgroup if anyone in your household has 

any symptoms of coronavirus. 

These include: 

• a high temperature 

• a new continuous cough 

• Loss of smell or taste 

If you or anyone in your household, or extended household, have any of these symptoms, you 

should SELF-ISOLATE and ARRANGE TESTING. 

If your child develops any of these symptoms while at group, they will be isolated with a member of 

staff and you will be called to collect them immediately.  

 



            

 

 

We hope that information helps you to decide whether you feel you would like your child to return to group. 

Sandra is happy to discuss any of these measures with you. 

We would like to thank you again for your ongoing support, and Sandra and the staff for their hard work in 

preparing playgroup for our return, 

 

 

The Committee. 

 


